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Will you be able to vote?

Due to new state laws, you will be required to have a
valid Indiana state picture ID to vote. Please visit my

"'a Msaa

Fighting for Fort Wayne

website, www.in.gov/H81, to learn
more about this law and how to
obtain an identification card and

- rules concerning absentee voting.

Moses Votes NO on Selling Toll Road

- - Prst Std
Representative Win Moses U.S. Postage
. . PAID
Indiana House of Representatives Indiana House of
200 W. Washington Representatives

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Helping Hoosier Families

Property Tax Relief




Additional
Property Tax

RELIEF

t the start of the 2006 session of
the Indiana General Assembly,
property tax relief was identified as a
priority by members of both parties.

When the smoke cleared, we were
able to provide some relief for home-
owners.

This year, about 1.5 million home-
owners will receive a
one-time increase in the

e . state homestead credit
T "—'?*ﬁ from 20 to 28 percent.

» 7 This credit will provide
around $100 million in
property tax relief in
2006.

In 2007, the state
homestead deduction
will increase from $35,000 to $45,000
for one year only! This relief will pro-
vide an additional $127 million in
relief for homeowners.

Starting in 2008, the state will
gradually phase in a cap on property
tax bills.at two percent of a home’s
value. This cap would apply-to all
classes of property in Indiana, starting
in 2010.

While this relief is welcome, it still
does not make up for the massive
increases in local property taxes that
were passed on to home and business
owners through the biennial state
budget approved in 2005 by the
Republicans. leading our state’s gov-
ernment. At the time, that budget
increased the burden on local proper-

Rep. Moses

ty taxpayers to the tune of an estimat-

ed $850 million.

And that means you are still going
to see your property taxes go up
when you get your next tax bill. The
time to have enacted true, lasting
property tax relief was 2005, but
nothing was done by those in charge.

Moses votes NO
on selling Toll Road

More than anything else, the 2006 session of the Indiana General
Assembly will be remembered for Mgor Moves, the governor’s program to
sl the Indiana Toll Road for $3.8 hillion to a foreign group for the next 75
years.

This proposal became law, despite public opposition at alevel | have
never seen before. In large numbers, the people of Indiana said they did not
want a public asset built with their tax dollars handed over to a foreign cor-
poration, which then will pocket al profits generated by the toll road for 75
years. | heard you and voted AGAINST the plan, but our concerns were not
enough to change the minds of the mgjority of Republicansin control of the
Indiana House and Senate.

Now that Mgor Moves has become law, what will happen in Indiana?

From now until 2081, when you travel the Indiana Toll Road, your tolls
will be sent oversess.

The governor says Indiana will begin work on around 200 road and
bridge projects with the $3.8 hillion received from the foreign investors. |
believe the sale doesn't provide enough funding to pay for al of the Major
Moves projects promised by the governor.

Northeast Indiana has near-
ly 16 percent of the population

Rep. Moses (right) debates Major Moves on the
House floor with Rep. Randy Borror (R-Fort Wayne).

You may view this important debate online at
www.in.gov/legislative/session/videoarchive.html.
Select the video February 1 (part 2) and fast forward
one hour and nine minutes to the start of the debate.

Improvements
to Education

Education remains one of the most important topics we
address at the Indiana General Assembly, and the 2006 session
saw several improvements, as much for what we didn’t pass as
what we did.

During the 2006 session, there was an attempt to move the
ISTEP test from the fall to the spring of the school year. This
move was opposed by Superintendent of Public Instruction
Suellen Reed and others who felt the change was too costly and
that it would not help in identifying students having problems
and providing remediation for them. After much debate, it was
decided to make ISTEP reforms the subject of a comprehensive
study by the Indiana Department of Education.

Some good did result, such as new legislation reinstates
Indiana’s Mentor Teacher Program, which provides professional
support to veteran teachers who help in professional develop-
ment of younger colleagues. Another bill offers high school
dropouts the chance to earn their diplomas through the Fast
Track program.

Many legislators believe that the debate about when to
give ISTEP tests was designed to divert discussion about the
lack of sufficient funding for schools. The 2005 budget reduced
funds for over 40% of Indiana schools. That is what we should
have talked about!

and road miles. But under the
list of projectsto be build, it
gets only four to five percent of
the projects. This means our

Hoosiers Voice Opposition

to Major Moves

monies will be spent in

Indianapolis anzp aong the ‘ 60%
Ohio River for bridges. We will think selling
get the Fort to Port highway, Toll Road is
but we were going to get it a bad idea
anyway under the old plan

without the Toll Road sale. The
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result is if all the other regions | Sacewide boll. March 2006,

get the money, asis now
presently planned, we will be
cemented into an inferior loca
tion for decades to come.

The implications of Major
Moves will befelt in Indiana
for years to come. If anything,
more time was needed to fully
analyze the impact of Mgjor
Moves. | fear we will be find-
ing out more and more disturb-
ing details about it as time goes
on.
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SEX OFFENDERS

A series of bills continue our state's efforts
to crack down on sex offenders. The hills
clarify the designation of "sexually violent
predator," require sex offenders to wear GPS
tracking devices, establish lifetime parole
for these offenders, ban sex offenders’ access
to locations where children may be present, keep better track
of sex offenders' whereabouts with the new DOC sex offend-
er registry, and make the crime of human trafficking of a
minor afelony.

MILITARY RELIEF FUND

We established the military relief fund to provide grants for
Hoosiers whose family members have been called into duty
since September 11, 2001. A portion of the money for the
fund will be raised through the sale of a new Hoosier veteran
license plate created through the bill.

DOMESTIC BATTERY

Persons guilty of domestic battery now face harsher penal -
ties. New legislation makes domestic battery, including

A summary of new legislation

strangulation, a Class D felony if it'is knowingly committed
in the presence of achild under the age of 16 or if the offend-
er has committed a previous substantially-related crime in
Indiana.

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE
NOTIFICATION

All counties in Indiana may now set up an emergency tele-
phone notification system to warn Hoosiers in the event of an
emergency or impending disaster.

FIREWORKS LAWS

Indiana residents can now launch fireworks on
their own property, with certain restrictions.
The bill authorizes the discharge of fireworks
on personal property or in specially approved
fireworks discharge areas and charges a 5 per-

J cent public safety fee for the retail sale of fire-
works, which will go to the Indiana Department of Homeland
Security for special training programs for public safety offi-
cials. | voted AGAINST thishill. | felt the extended hours to
use fireworks would be disruptive to neighborhoods.




